My Little Explorers

Admissions Policy

This Admissions Policy applies to all My Little Explorers settings. Where arrangements differ between
settings, these are clearly identified under separate headings for Farley Mount and Toothill.

Statement of Intent

My Little Explorers is committed to providing inclusive, accessible, and high-quality Forest School and
Early Years provision for children and families from the local community. We aim to ensure that
admissions procedures are fair, transparent, and non-discriminatory.

We welcome families who understand and value the Forest School ethos and outdoor, child-led learning.

Equality, Inclusion and Non-Discrimination

Admissions are made in accordance with the Equality Act 2010. No child will be discriminated against on
the basis of gender, race, religion, culture, language, disability, or family background.

Reasonable adjustments will be made to support children with special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND). Admission will not be refused solely because a child has SEND.

Where a child’s needs cannot be safely met within the setting, or where the safety or well-being of
others may be affected, My Little Explorers reserves the right to review, amend, or temporarily suspend
a placement until appropriate support is in place.

Admissions Criteria

Places are offered subject to availability. When demand exceeds available places, priority will be given in
the following order:

Children with siblings already attending the setting
Availability of an appropriate age-related place
Requested start date

Requested days and sessions
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Date the application or waiting list request was received

Attendance at a show round or visit is required prior to admission to ensure the setting can meet the
child’s needs.



Supporting Children with SEND

Individual needs are discussed with families prior to admission.

e Individual support plans are developed in partnership with parents and, where appropriate,
external professionals.

e Enhanced staffing ratios may be offered subject to funding availability.

e The number of enhanced places is limited and reviewed regularly.

Enrolment and Confirmation of Places
Completion of an online registration or expression of interest form does not guarantee a place.
A place is only confirmed once:

e A written offer has been made by the setting
e The required registration fee and/or deposit has been received
e Required documentation has been completed and returned

My Little Explorers operates waiting lists where settings are at capacity.

Setting-Specific Admissions Arrangements

Farley Mount — Nature Kindergarten (Winchester)
Age Range
Children aged 2 years to school age.

Opening Pattern

o Term-time only (38 weeks per year)
e Tuesday to Friday, 9:00am—4:00pm

Minimum Attendance
A minimum of 1 full day is required to support continuity of care and learning.

Allocation of Places

® Places are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis, subject to availability
® A waiting list is maintained when sessions are full



Enrolment Requirements

e Online registration of interest must be completed
e A £75 registration fee is required once a place is offered
e Registration fees may be credited in line with funding arrangements

Funding Arrangements

Term-time Early Years funding only
Universal, Disadvantaged 2-year-old, and Working Families funding accepted
Funding is applied flexibly across booked sessions

Split funding may be supported subject to availability and agreement with all providers

Settling-In

Settling-in arrangements are agreed on an individual basis to support the child’s wellbeing and
transition.

Toothill — Forest Nursery (Romsey)
Age Range
Children aged 6 months to 5 years.

Opening Pattern

e Open up to 51 weeks per year
® Sessions available between 8:00am and 6:00pm

Minimum Attendance

To ensure continuity of care and effective key person relationships, all children must attend a minimum
of:

e 2 full days per week, or
e 3 half-day sessions per week

Allocation of Places

e All applicants must join a waiting list
Places are offered as they become available, based on admissions criteria

e The nursery reserves the right to make, amend, or withdraw offers to maintain operational
viability



Enrolment Requirements

Online nursery registration form completed

£175 registration fee payable within one week:

o £75 non-refundable administration fee
o £100 refundable deposit

Settling-In

Signed Terms and Conditions returned prior to start date

Written acceptance of an offered place by the specified deadline

e Two mandatory two-hour settling-in sessions are required before a child starts

e Settling sessions include meeting the child’s key person

Funding Arrangements

Funding applied flexibly across attendance hours
Split funding supported subject to capacity

Stretched Early Years funding only (distributed across 51 weeks)
Universal, Disadvantaged 2-year-old, and Working Families funding accepted

Attendance and Absence

Transition to School

Parents must notify the setting of all absences

Funded hours are claimed in line with Local Authority Provider Agreements
Persistent non-attendance of booked sessions may result in charges

Unnotified absences will be followed up to ensure the child’s welfare

Families are encouraged to apply for school places in line with Local Authority deadlines. Requests for

deferred school entry for summer-born children are considered on an individual basis in consultation

with parents, schools, the Local Authority, and SEND professionals where appropriate.
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